aCAdemicS: The Newsletter of the SWOSU College of Arts and Sciences by Grant, Peter M.
aCAdemicS: The Newsletter of the
SWOSU College of Arts & Sciences
May 2018 Article 1
5-28-2018
aCAdemicS: The Newsletter of the SWOSU
College of Arts and Sciences
Peter M. Grant
Southwestern Oklahoma State University, peter.grant@swosu.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://dc.swosu.edu/academics
Part of the Adult and Continuing Education Commons, and the Higher Education Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Newsletters at SWOSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
aCAdemicS: The Newsletter of the SWOSU College of Arts & Sciences by an authorized editor of SWOSU Digital Commons. An ADA compliant
document is available upon request. For more information, please contact phillip.fitzsimmons@swosu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Grant, Peter M. (2018) "aCAdemicS: The Newsletter of the SWOSU College of Arts and Sciences," aCAdemicS: The Newsletter of the
SWOSU College of Arts & Sciences
Available at: https://dc.swosu.edu/academics/vol4/iss3/1
aCAdemicS
The Newsletter of the 
SWOSU College of Arts & Sciences
May 2018
aCAdemicSaCAdemicS
The Newsletter of the
SWOSU College of Arts & SciencesMay 2018
2
College of Arts and Sciences 
100 Campus Drive
Weatherford, OK 73096
Office: 580-774-7152    Fax: 580-774-7085
cas@swosu.edu
http://www.swosu.edu/academics/cas/index.aspx 
Scholarly Experiences
The faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences do an exceptional job of preparing students for a 
career.  This preparation occurs not only in the classroom but outside as well.  For example, it is not 
uncommon for faculty to take students to professional meetings and presentations as a learning expe-
rience.  These presentations, though, may be deceiving to a newcomer.  
At a research conference the presenter typically discusses background information on the project, 
identifies the hypothesis, explains methods used, analyzes the data, and arrives at a conclusion.  After 
listening to one of these presentations, the research seems to be pretty easy to do.  After all, the pre-
senter told her story in 10 minutes and never mentioned any problems. 
But a lot of what that person did for her research 
was not shared in the presentation.   That’s why 
even better than listening or reading about a 
subject, is to involve students in the investiga-
tive process leading up to the presentation.  
A few weeks ago I had the opportunity to 
accompany Dr. Rickey Cothran (Biological Sci-
ences) who was doing just that with three of his 
students.   Dr. Cothran received a grant from the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
to survey the populations of aquatic insects in 
southeastern Oklahoma.
The entire trip was 5 days in length and was the first time these three students had been involved in 
field work.  They had to negotiate rocky bottom streams, work in heat and humidity, avoid a thunder 
storm and the ever present chiggers, ticks and poison ivy, work long hours, and selectively collect 
specimens from a cloud of insects attracted to a light trap (see photo).  Now, back in the lab, they 
have begun to sort the samples and identify the insects collected - tasks that will take much longer 
than the 5-day collecting trip.  These aspects of field work are not usually mentioned during a re-
search presentation.
When asked, all three students said it was a great learning experience.  
Listening or reading about a project is important and informative.  But, being involved in a project is 
much more valuable.  That’s why so many CAS faculty are involving undergraduates in their scholar-
ship.  Just peruse this issue to learn more about these types of opportunities our students have.
Pete Grant, Dean
College of Arts & Sciences
CAS Contacts
Art, Communication & Theatre
Dr. Joel Kendall, Chair
Art 222
(580) 774-3083
joel.kendall@swosu.edu
Biological Sciences
Dr. Zach Jones, Chair
SCI 214-B
(580) 774-3294
zach.jones@swosu.edu 
Chemistry & Physics
Dr. Jason Johnson, Chair
CPP 202-A
(580) 774-3110
jason.johnson@swosu.edu
Language & Literature
Dr. Kelley Logan, Chair
CAM 201-A
(580) 774-3074
kelley.logan@swosu.edu
 
Mathematics
Dr. Tom McNamara, Chair
CAM 302-B
(580) 744-3058
tom.mcnamara@swosu.edu
Music
Dr. David Bessinger, Chair
FAC 100
(580) 774-3765
david.bessinger@swosu.edu
 
Social Sciences
Dr. John Hayden, Chair
SCI 201-A
(580) 774-7072
john.hayden@swosu.edu
3 CAS News
Two students selected for next year’s President’s Leadership Class are CAS majors:  
Natalee Karcher and Alexa White, both Biology majors.
CAS faculty and staff assisted with the recent commencement ceremony.  Special 
thanks to Drs. Jerry Dunn and Kelley Logan, head marshals; Dr. Sophia Lee, pianist; 
Mr. Steve Strickler and Dr. Robin Jones, announcements; Dr. Joel Kendall, Graduate 
Record; Avery Morrison and Quanah Steele (students), vocals; and Ms. Carla Sandy 
and other Administrative Assistants, assistance with preparation.  Other faculty assist-
ed by carrying banners and participating in the procession.  
Mr. Todd Parker (Art, Communication & Theatre) recently completed requirements 
for the Ph.D. in Instructional Leadership and Academic Curriculum at the University 
of Oklahoma.  Congratulations, Dr. Parker!
Mr. Landry Brewer (Social Sciences) presented a paper, “Maurice Halperin: From 
Sooner Subversive to Soviet Spy,” at the Oklahoma History Conference, held at the 
History Center in Oklahoma City.
Three CAS athletes were honored at the SWOSU All-Sports Banquet.  Alex Pimental 
(Criminal Justice major) and Hailey Tucker (Communication major) were honored as 
Male and Female Athletes of the Year.  Erica Brunet (Mathematics Education major) 
was a recipient of the Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award.
CAS faculty were featured in recent issues of the Center for Excellence in Teaching 
and Learning Newsletter:  Dr. Siriporn Peters (Art, Communication & Theatre) and 
Dr. Lori Gwyn (Chemistry & Physics).
 
Dr. Marc DiPaolo’s (Language & Literature) new book, Working-Class Comic Book 
Heroes: Class Conflict and Populist Politics in Comics, was just published.  Dr. Di-
Paolo served as editor of the book and wrote the first chapter.
Ms. Kendra Brown (SWOSU Police Chief and adjunct instructor in Social Sciences) 
won the annual Brandy Award for Administrator of the Year.
Fifteen CAS faculty from all seven departments are serving on Higher Learning Com-
mission Accreditation Teams:  Dr. Denise Landrum-Geyer (Language & Literature); 
Dr. Jason Johnson, Dr. Tim Hubin, Dr. Lori Gwyn (Chemistry & Physics); Dr. Zach 
Jones, Dr. Rickey Cothran, Dr. Muatasem Ubeidat (Biological Sciences); Dr. David 
Bessinger, Dr. Shelley Martinson (Music); Dr. Michael Dougherty, Dr. Swarup Ghosh 
(Mathematics); Dr. Robin Jones, Dr. Todd Parker (Art, Communication & Theatre); 
Dr. Jieun Chang and Dr. Becky Bruce (Social Sciences).
This year 64 high schools competed in the Southwestern Interscholastic Meet 
(SWIM).  All seven CAS departments administered tests.  In fact, of the 44 exams 
offered on campus, CAS offered 30 (68%)!
Three faculty completed the Three Pillars course transformation initiative:  Ms. Pam 
Rollins and Dr. Tugba Sevin (Language & Literature) and Dr. Wayne Trail (Chemistry 
& Physics).
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CAS News (cont.)
Dr. Sunu Kodumthara (Social Sciences) was the featured guest on the Oklahoma Humanities April 11th episode of its 
podcast, BrainBox.   She discussed “the #MeToo movement and its place in the history of women’s protests and #activ-
ism.”  Dr. Kodumthara also serves as a member of the Oklahoma Humanities Board of Trustees.
The documentary film, “Welcome to Oklahoma: Acclimation and Treatment of International Students in Western Okla-
homa,” by Daniel Thompson, was recently shown on campus.  The film was produced as an independent study project 
that Thompson created along with Dr. Elaine Davies (Art, Communication & Theatre). The documentary explores how 
international students at SWOSU perceive their interactions with member of the University and the city of Weatherford. 
Participants discussed the positive and challenging aspects of sojourning to a new environment to pursue their dreams 
of an American education.
Two CAS students were featured in the Weatherford Daily News Spotlight series:  Samantha Hamburger (Chemistry 
major) and Faith Okorocha (Biology major).
Language & Literature hosted the annual Westview Writers’ Festival in April.  Guests were Mr. Marshall Todd Fuller 
(nonfiction author) and Mr. Benjamin Myers (2015-16 Oklahoma Poet Laureate).  Both authors gave readings of their 
work and also conducted writing workshops.  The nonprofit organization, Poetic Justice, was featured on Tuesday and 
the presentation of poetry contest winners on Wednesday.
Dr. Dan Brown and Ms. Kendra Brown (Social Sciences) presented papers at the Oklahoma Criminal Justice Confer-
ence at UCO. In addition, Dr. Brown’s student, Velma Carriaga (Political Science major), also presented a poster. 
The National Conference on Undergraduate Research was held on the UCO campus in April.  Over 4,100 students, from 
460 colleges and universities, from all 50 states and 18 countries attended.   SWOSU students gave 29 presentations at 
this conference.  Of those presentations, 17 were by CAS students. Drs. Yu-Ling Chen (Music) and Zach Jones (Biolog-
ical Sciences) served as abstract reviewers for the NCUR conference.
Plus, the annual SWOSU Research and Scholarly Activity Fair was held on campus in April.  Of the 140 college presen-
tations, 99 (70.7%) were by CAS students and faculty!           
 
Biology Happenings
Acceptance into graduate/professional schools:
Taylor McBee - OU Physical Therapy Program
Nile McCullough - MS/DO Program at OSUCOM
Allison Statton - Evolution, Ecology and Organismal Biology Program at The Ohio State University
Brendan Hines - Oklahoma State University College of Osteopathic Medicine
Summer Research Internships:   
Jay Garber, OK-INBRE internship at OUHSC
Breanna Le and Jen Lehenbauer, OK-INBRE SMaRT internships
Arissa Anne Mercer, NARCH internship at OUHSC 
Joel Kliewer, OSU Research and Extension Experience for Undergraduates (REUU) in Horticulture Program.
Faculty Funding
Dr. David Bessinger (Music) – SWOSU Foundation
Drs. Brian Campbell and David Esjornson (Chemistry & Physics) – Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
Dr. Lori Gwyn (Chemistry & Physics) - Oklahoma IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence through the 
National Institutes of Health
Dr. Jon Henrikson (Chemistry & Physics) - Oklahoma IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence through 
the National Institutes of Health
Dr. Chris Horton (Biological Sciences) – Oklahoma INBRE through the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Educa-
tion, TriBeta Biology Honor Society
Dr. Tim Hubin (Chemistry & Physics) - Oklahoma IDeA Network of Biomedical Research Excellence through the 
National Institutes of Health
Dr. Regina McGrane (Biological Sciences) – TriBeta Biology Honor Society, Oklahoma INBRE through the Okla-
homa State Regents for Higher Education (2 awards), American Society for Microbiology
Alumni News
Two of this year’s Distinguished Alumni earned a degree from a CAS department: Mr. C. B. Graft earned a degree in 
Social Studies and Ms. Jane Sims in English Education.
Dr. Keturah Odoi (Chemistry alumna) gave the address at the annual SWOSU Honors Banquet.  She is currently a post-
doctoral research fellow at Trinity University in the Center for Science and Innovation.
Mr. Nick Lindley (Music alumnus) was hired as a senior software engineer at Phase 2 in Oklahoma City.
Dr. Wade McCoy (Biology alumnus) gave the address at the SWOSU Sayre spring convocation.
Jackson County District Judge Richard Darby, Altus, has been appointed by Gov. Mary Fallin to serve as a justice on 
the Oklahoma Supreme Court.  Judge Darby earned his bachelor’s degree in Political Science from SWOSU.
Ms. Maryanne Dantzler Kyer (Biology alumna), a graduate student in Biology at the University of Oklahoma,  received 
a fellowship in support of her research from the National Science Foundation’s National Research Traineeship Program.
Mr. George Martin (Biology alumnus), OU Biology Facilities Manager, was awarded the 2018 OU Regents Award for 
Superior Staff.  
CAS News (cont.)
June          July       
 1 Enrollment for summer       8 Band Camp begins
 4 Summer classes begin
10 Marimba, String and Summer Science & Math Camps begin  
17 Sage in STEAM and Choral Camps begin
18 New Student Orientation
21 Cantiamo Solo Voice Camp begins
24 Middle School Band Camp begins
CAS Happenings
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Five SWOSU Students Are Finalists at Vocal Music State Contest
SWOSU vocal students competed against top 
singers from around the state at the recent Na-
tional Association of the Teachers of Singing 
(NATS) competition held in Shawnee. Represent-
ing SWOSU were (from left): faculty sponsor Dr. 
Kristin Griffeath, Brianna Boyce, Alyssa Garcia, 
Whitney Kleinpeter, Amanda Evinger, faculty 
sponsor Dr. Robin Griffeath, Anna Willman, Liz 
Stewart, Abigail Kerr, faculty sponsor Dr. Daniel 
Farris and Arianna Martin. 
Finalists at the competition held in Shawnee 
were Alyssa Garcia, Bay City (Tidehaven) TX; 
Liz Stewart, Sulphur; Brianna Boyce, Marlow; 
Arianna Martin, Broken Arrow; and Whitney 
Kleinpeter, Elk City.
Stewart, a student of Dr. Robin Griffeath, won the sophomore women division, and Martin, a student of Dr. Kristin 
Griffeath, placed second in the freshmen women division. 
Happy Birthday, Teddy!
Happy 65th birthday to Mr. Teddy Bear, the theatre mascot.  Professor Damarise 
Kitch used Teddy as a prop for The Curious Savage in May 1953.  Since then, 
Teddy has attended all theatre performances.
The photo shows Teddy sitting on the front row of a presentation when the 
theatre was still in the Old Science building.  The theatre has since moved to the 
Blackbox Theatre, which is also celebrating an anniversary – its tenth!
                     Student Scholars                        
      
During the spring semester, many students 
had the opportunity to give scholarly 
presentations at the National Conference 
on Undergraduate Reserch, the SWOSU 
Scholarly Activity Fair, and many discipline-
specific conferences. This photo collage                 
represents a sample of these presentations. 
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Girl Scouts STEAM at SWOSU
On April 7th, 136 girls from across the entire state of Oklahoma attended the 
5th Annual Girl Scout STEAM meet at SWOSU.  Daisies to Seniors (ages 
5-16) participated in 3 workshops from a total of 17 different possible first-
hand experiences with 67 SWOSU professionals and college students.  
These activities included an exploration of robotics, coding, mathematics, 
financial literacy, agriculture, engineering, water quality, chemistry, biology, 
theatre, art, psychology and pharmacy.  
CAS faculty participating included Dr. Tom McNamara (Mathematics), Dr. 
Lori Gwyn (Chemistry & Physics), and Ms. Jessica Salmans and Ms. Mar-
sha Carman (Art, Communication &Theatre).
Students Learn about Water Quality at Outdoor Classroom
Dr. Rickey Cothran (Biological Sciences), along with several Biology students, gave a presentation on water quality at 
the 2018 Outdoor Classroom sponsored by the Deer Creek Conservation District.  This year’s event was held at Rader 
Park and the group presented to over 200 fourth grade students. The students learned about the importance of taking 
care of our water resources and how bugs can be used to assess water quality.
Dr. Lisa Boggs to be Honored in Nebraska
Dr. Lisa Boggs, associate professor in the Department of Biological 
Sciences, is being recognized May 4-5 as one of Sutherland Public 
School Foundation’s Distinguished Alumni of the Year in Sutherland, 
Nebraska. Boggs graduated from Sutherland High School in 1985. 
While attending Sutherland High School, Boggs was a very hard work-
ing, intelligent student, who had to overcome a hearing disability that 
would have caused many students to quit, according to SPSF repre-
sentative Barbara J. Hoatson.  Through her hard work and dedication 
to education, Boggs was able to overcome difficulties and eventually 
earned a doctorate in agronomy from the University of Wyoming.  
At SWOSU, she instructs students in Biological Concepts, General 
Botany, Principles of Biology, Biological Orientation, Senior Seminar 
and Freshman Orientation.  She has received numerous honors and 
awards over the years including Who’s Who Among America’s College 
Teachers, as well as being recognized as Outstanding Biology Profes-
sor, Faculty Member of the Year, and Biology Department Professor of 
the Year.
Boggs has also been a recipient of an International Hearing Guide Dog 
three times with her dogs Tricia, Dallas and Duncan.  Throughout her 
career, she has been recognized in several professional publications.  
She continues her professional development by taking workshops as well as giving numerous professional presenta-
tions.  She gives huge credit to her service dog, Duncan, who has been by her side for a number of years. 
“We are very proud of Lisa and her accomplishments and very deserving of this award,” Hoatson said. “She will be an 
inspiration to many of our students and graduates upon what can be accomplished with hard work and dedication.”
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OCTA Meets in Weatherford
SWOSU recently hosted the Oklahoma Community Theatre Association Youth Conference.  Forty students and over 
20 adults participated.  Classes were held in the Hilltop Theatre and Music Buildings and were organized by Mr. Steve 
Strickler and Ms. Jessica Salmans (Art, Communication & Theatre) along with assistance from SWOSU students.  Par-
ticipants received a tour of the Stafford Air and Space Museum and two students each received a $1,000 scholarship.
Hendricks Wins Third Place at Oklahoma Research Day
SWOSU student Lindsey Hendricks (left) of Bessie recently won third place in the 
regional and community college category for her research on pesticide effects at 
the recent Research Day held at the State Capitol in Oklahoma City. Congratulating 
Hendricks is Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) Chancellor 
Glen D. Johnson. Twenty-two undergraduate students representing 17 Oklahoma 
colleges and universities presented competitive research posters to the State Legis-
lature and the public during this annual event sponsored by Oklahoma NSF EP-
SCoR, OSRHE and the National Science Foundation. The event is designed to raise 
awareness of the outstanding research that is taking place at Oklahoma’s colleges 
and universities. Hendricks’ faculty sponsor was Dr. Rickey Cothran (Biological 
Sciences).
SWOSU Sayre Celebrates Three Anniversaries
The guest list was a Who’s Who of people important to higher education at Friday night’s gala event, held in the Pat-
terson Fieldhouse on the Sayre Campus, March 30th. The 30/50/80 Celebration commemorated the 30 years since the 
merger with SWOSU, the 50th anniversary of the radiology technology and medical technology programs, and the 80th 
year of higher education in Sayre.
Decked out in clean white linen, the tables sparkled with 
blue and silver accents as lights twinkled around the 
room, and the rich tones of the SWOSU String Quartet 
played as guests sat down to the banquet prepared by 
Duncan Taylor and company.
Dominating the north side of the fieldhouse was a series 
of tri-fold displays (see photo) and historic memorabilia 
entitled “A Walk Down Memory Lane.”  SWOSU stu-
dents and faculty created the displays to commemorate 
important dates and persons involved in the evolution of 
Sayre Junior College into the SWOSU campus it is today. 
The students certainly owe a debt of gratitude to Ms. 
April Miller, librarian, who helped them find and gather 
pictures and data on the topics they had chosen. 
“The Digital Repository was a great help,” said Miller, who was happy to show students this digital treasure trove. Mill-
er’s work study student, Jennifer Hayes, a junior Business major from Sayre, did a fantastic job putting together over 80 
photographs for a PowerPoint presentation that entertained guests during the cocktail hour and while dining.
Ms. Sherron Manning, Dean of the Sayre campus, gave an autobiographical and emotional presentation about the Sayre 
campus on what an affordable education has meant to her.  Mr. Landry Brewer, history instructor, spoke on the eighty 
years of higher education in Sayre, comparing events, prices, and culture today with that of 80 years ago.  English in-
structor Ms. Terry Ford introduced “A Walk Down Memory Lane” by teasing some of the old timers about the stories 
they told her composition students as they were interviewed for the project.
Old friends and co-workers reminisced into the night, and many returned again Saturday morning for the public viewing 
of the displays, when complementary donuts and coffee were served, and commemorative mugs were distributed. 
Plans are to display the 34 posters in the Memorial Student Union on the Weatherford campus, so that even more people 
can learn of the history of the “sister campus.” 
New Addition to the SWOSU Music Family
    
    
    
 
Dr. Alex Lee and his wife, 
Sophie (both in Music), 
celebrated the birth of their 
son, Jonathan William on 
23 April.  He weighed 7 
pounds and 8 ounces.  
Scholarship Recipients
Fourteen CAS students received a Dean’s Scholarship for 
the fall semester:
Reece Buckmaster – Art, Communication &  
 Theatre
Amy Hofeld – Biological Sciences
Lily Van, Jay Garber – Chemistry & Physics
Alyssa Martinez - Language & Literature
Squire Logan - Mathematics
Amanda Bacon, Sydney Borkins - Music
Jeff Sikes, Jett Anderson, Aaron Cornell, Breanna  
 Moody – Social Sciences
Cable Jacobsen, Chelsea Dilbeck – Interdisciplin- 
 ary Studies
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SWOSU Biology Students and Tri Beta Chapter Earn Awards at South Central Convention
Ten SWOSU biology students recently presented their research findings at the 2018 Beta Beta Beta (National Biologi-
cal Honor Society) South Central Regional Convention held in Mt. Lebanon, Cedar Hills (TX).  
Sixteen universities from Arkansas, Oklahoma and Texas sent students to the annual regional convention.  SWOSU’s 
Delta Sigma Chapter was awarded Outstanding Chapter for District 1 of the South Central Region, which includes the 
states of Arkansas, Louisiana and Oklahoma.
SWOSU’s Ashna Dhoonmoon of Mauritius, East Africa, and Brook Rankin of Elgin won first place awards; Devin 
Widick of Woodward won second place; and Chelsea Miller of Yukon won third place, all for Outstanding Poster 
Presentations. Additionally, Jay Garber of Manhattan (KS) won second place for Outstanding Oral Presentation. First 
place winners will receive financial support to attend the 2018 Beta Beta Beta National Convention in Monterey (CA).
Drs. Christopher Horton and Regina McGrane served as research mentors for the award recipients.
                
 
               
 
SWOSU’s Tri Beta Chapter in Weatherford was awarded Outstanding Chapter for District 1 of the South Central 
Region by Dr. Steve Ropski (back row, far left), president of the Beta Beta Beta National Biological Honor Society.  
Accepting for SWOSU were (front row from left): Amelia McKennon, Megan Whorton, Sarah Gore, Chelsea Miller, 
Lindsey Hendricks, Ashna Dhoonmoon, and Gloria Farinango. Back row from left-Dr. Christopher Horton, Devin Wid-
ick, Jay Garber, Brooke Rankin, William Ton That and Dr. Regina McGrane. 
Sayre Timed W.A.R.P.
SWOSU-Sayre recently held a writing contest on campus.  According to Ms. Terry Ford, Co-chair of the contest, the 
event invites area high school juniors to compete in the Writing and Research Project, known as Timed W.A.R.P.
The prize winners are
First place and a $600 scholarship went to Cara Grant of 
Sweetwater High School.  Her English teacher is Marsha 
Richardson
Second place and a $500 scholarship went to Avery Wilson 
of Hammon High School.  Mary Cole is her English teacher.
Third place and a $400 scholarship went to Alexa Benedict of 
Burns Flat-Dill City, taught by Patsy Lyles.
These students will have their papers published in Sayre’s Anthology 
of Student Works, printed each year in the fall in conjunction with the 
Literary Festival.  
Thirty-six students from eight different schools spent the day writ-
ing and doing research, as well as having lunch and playing some 
games. The area schools that participated were Arapaho-Butler, 
Burns Flat-Dill City, Elk City, Erick, Hammon, Sayre, Sentinel and 
Sweetwater.
While their students were competing, the high school  English teachers attended three informative presentations for 
continuing education points, most notable of which was given by  Dr. Victoria Gaydosik, from the Weatherford Campus, 
entitled “Don’t Re-Invent the College Prep Wheel.”   Ms. April Miller, librarian and co-chair of the event, presented a 
power point on “Re-purposed Books” and offered a Free Book Shoppe.  Ms. Terry Ford shared a multi-cultural activity 
for class entitled, “There’s a Barbie for Everyone.”
Since the event was held on March 15th, the Romanesque “Ides of March” theme dominated the writing topics, decor, 
meal, trivia questions, and games for the day. Students seemed to especially enjoy the Roman Selfie Booth (photo). 
SWOSU Students Receive Awards at Biology Banquet
Southwestern Oklahoma State University’s Department of Biological 
Sciences recently held its annual honors banquet on the Weatherford 
campus. Scholarships and awards were presented to outstanding 
biology students at the end-of-year ceremony. The following students 
received awards.
(from left):  Brooke Rankin, Elgin, Academic Recognition (Summa 
Cum Laude), Tri-Beta Initiate, first place research poster at the South-
central Regional Tri-Beta Convention; Randi Reyes, Cache, Tri-Beta 
Initiate; Bailee Fehring, Sterling, Academic Recognition and Mary 
Miller Memorial Scholarship; and Maybree Rittenhouse, Academic 
Recognition (Magna Cum Laude), Audubon Henry Neff Pre-Professional Award, accepted to Oklahoma State Universi-
ty of Osteopathic Medicine.
              (continued)
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(from left):  William Ton That, Oklahoma City (Westmoore), 
Tri-Beta Initiate; Allison Statton, Oklahoma City (Putnam City 
North), Academic Recognition (Cum Laude), Biology Club 
Vice President, Tri-Beta Outstanding Senior Biology Student, 
accepted to graduate school at Ohio State University; Amy 
Hofeld, Oklahoma City (Epic Charter), CAS Dean’s Schol-
arship, summer internship with the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife and Conservation; and Megan Do, Moore, Arthur 
Shuck Outstanding Freshman Student.
          
(from left):  Alina Shrestha, Weatherford, International/Out of State 
Student Scholarship; Ashna Dhoomoon, Weatherford, Academic 
Recognition (Summa Cum Laude), first place research poster at the 
Southcentral Regional Tri-Beta Convention, Hobart Landreth Re-
search Award and accepted to graduate school at Penn State Univer-
sity; and Jennifer Staggs, Weatherford, John M. and Shirley Huser 
Scholarship.
   
   
   
   
(from left):  Devin Widick, Woodward (Fargo), Tri-Beta 
Initiate, second place research poster at the Southcentral 
Regional Tri-Beta Convention; Skylar Mills, Beaver, James 
Brown Memorial Scholarship and summer internship with 
the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife and Conservation; and 
Jaden Brown, Boise City, Madge Lenz Jordan Scholarship.
 
          
(from left):  Chelsea Miller, Yukon, first place research poster at the 
Southcentral Regional Tri-Beta Convention; Rebecca Shanklin, Cal-
umet, Otis King Memorial Scholarship; and Megan Whorton, Yukon, 
Tri-Beta Initiate and Biology Club Historian.
           
                                   (continued)  
           
         
         
(from left):  Rachel Lamar, Elk City, F.K. (Skeet) Carney & 
Dr. Henry Kirkland Jr. Scholarship; Kelsie Rennels, Custer 
City, Dr. Harry Henson Memorial Scholarship; and Lindsey 
Hendricks, Cordell, Cum Laude, Biology Club President 
and Bill Seibert Student Service Award.
         
     
     
    
    
                      
Jay Garber, of Grove, Tri-Beta Initiate, second place oral research presentation at the 
Southcentral Regional Tri-Beta Convention, summer internship with OK-INBRE and 
Ryan Peters Memorial Scholarship.
        
        
        
        
        
        
               
Gustavo Martinez, Altus, Biology Club Secretary/Treasurer, Academic Recognition          
(Cum Laude), Tri-Beta Outstanding Senior Biology Student and accepted into the 
University of Oklahoma Physical Therapy Program.
       
       
       
       
            
Perri McGill of Marietta, Academic Recognition.
            
       
       
       
       
       
       
            
            
            
            Elizabeth Hicks, Tulsa, Ottis and Buena Ballard Memorial Scholarship.
This publication, aCAdemicS, is the newsletter of the SWOSU College of Arts and Sciences (CAS), and is published by the 
office of the Dean of the College. Subscriptions to the Newsletter are free. To place your name on the mailing list or to con-
tribute information for the next issue, contact Dr. Peter Grant, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University, 100 Campus Drive, Weatherford, Oklahoma 73096-3098, (580) 774-7152, peter.grant@swosu.edu. 
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SWOSU Students Receive Awards at Physics Banquet
SWOSU Physics alumni, students, staff and friends recently 
attended the annual Physics Spring Banquet held at the Stafford 
Air & Space Museum in Weatherford. SWOSU students were 
honored with various awards. 
Receiving awards were (photo, front from left): Emily Trail, 
Weatherford, Sigma Pi Sigma inductee, Outstanding Midclass-
man Award, $1200 Benny J. Hill Scholarship and $300 Arthur 
McClelland Memorial Scholarship; Daniel Gassen, El Reno, Sig-
ma Pi Sigma inductee, Outstanding Midclassman Award, $1200 
Garabed Armoudian Scholarship, and $300 Arthur McClelland 
Memorial Scholarship; and Lyly Van, Broken Arrow, Arts & 
Sciences Dean’s Scholarship.  
Back from left—Sushant Bhatta, Nepal, graduating with Honors Medallion; Brock Mason, Tuttle, Outstanding New 
Physics Club Member, $1500 JR Pratt Scholarship; Jaxon Taylor, Mustang, JR Pratt Outstanding Physics Student 
Award, Academic Recognition, $1500 JR Pratt Scholarship; Cameron Cinnamon, Garber, Sigma Pi Sigma inductee, 
Outstanding Midclassman Award, $1200 Ray C. Jones Scholarship, $300 Arthur McClelland Memorial Scholarship; 
Boubacar Wane, Mali, Distinguished Service Award, $1500 JR Pratt Scholarship; and Garet Crispin, Thomas, Leader-
ship Award, graduating with Honors Medallion. Not pictured is Albaro Nino, Commerce, Academic Recognition. 
Pre-Vet Students
    
   
SWOSU pre-vet students 
attended the annual open 
house at the Center for 
Veterinary Health Scienc-
es at OSU. Students pic-
tured from left to right are 
Jennifer Prophet, Amber 
Powers, Kiley Stock and 
Theresa Stein. Students 
were accompanied by Dr. 
Rickey Cothran (Biologi-
cal Sciences).
The Liberal Arts Model
I agree … that content takes students only a short 
distance in the marathon of lifelong learning, and that 
college students are “supposed to learn how to think 
in real life.” The solution resides in the traditional 
liberal-arts model, and extensive research bears this 
out. Reading literature helps students become more 
empathetic. Learning a foreign language has been tied 
to students’ improvement in science and math classes. 
Writing helps the brain train itself in logic and prob-
lem-solving. And the list goes on.
Dr. Kimberly Vanderlaan
California University of Pennsylvania
The Chronicle of Higher Education, 23 February 2018, 
p. A39
